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A FAMILY TREE FOR HUNTERS

EDITORIAL

A family tree always makes a state-
 ment. When you look at a family tree 
you remember your forefathers – and 
order your future at the same time. 
Merkel has done both in recent years, 
has reclaimed the legend of the city of 
Suhl. 

The Merkel manufactory is unique 
among its type in the world. Without 
descending into nostalgia for the old 
East Germany, it is thanks to the GDR 
that we have this unique combination 
of high-tech forging and gunsmithing 
workshops. It was as if a cheese cloth 
had been cast over the country be-
tween 1949 and 1990. It kept the old 
traditions fresh. The situation was not 
exclusive to Merkel – but only in a few 
industrial branches did this prove to be 
an opportunity; to be able to continue 
working for 40 years, free from econom-
ic forces and virtually no technological 
pressure.

In these four decades we retained 
what was lost elsewhere. Many Suhl 
gunsmakers left the region after the war 
and were re-established in West Germany. 

manufactory in Suhl. Together with the 
independent Suhl master gunsmiths, 
we cultivate the knowledge and the 
skills which have accumulated since 
1490 – and make hunting guns out of it.

MEM and Meisterstück are the two 
poles of the Merkel hunt. They have 
developed from the love of a pastime 
which has always been part of human 
life. And from a totally innate sense of 
aesthetic.

They have almost completely done 
away with their gunsmithing traditions 
and turned to industrial manufacturing 
processes – which was unavoidable in 
the market economy system. They have 
undoubtedly developed outstanding 
products; but at what price?

Merkel stayed. And, now situated in 
the middle of Germany, has used the 
last decade to re-engineer its product 
range, without changing its aesthetic-
functional value. And out of Suhl exper-
tise Merkel has given birth to a new gun 
category: MEM.

What Merkel can offer today is unique 
in the world. To the delight and the 
benefi t of hunters all around the world, 
we can produce handmade master-
pieces, which combine centuries old 
expertise with artistic handcraft and 
cutting-edge manufacturing tech-
niques. Or prototypes, which brilliantly 
combine Suhl principles and systems 
and exemplify hunting gun culture of 
the highest technological level – we call 
these hunting guns MEM.
Merkel is the last great hunting gun 
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        Olaf Sauer

Managing Director of the Merkel company.
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THE GERMAN DAMASCUS

HISTORY

There are regions and cities that culti-
vate a legacy: mechanical watches in 
Glashütte, lace in Brussels, red wine in 
Bordeaux. Suhl’s legacy is guns – since 
1490 according to the latest fi ndings. 
And the knowledge of making fi ne 
guns is deeply rooted in the collective 
memory of the people of this region.

The old city of Suhl is the gateway to 
the Thuringian Forest. Iron ore and the 
wood used to fi re the ironworks are eas-
ily accessible here. Legend has it that 
gunsmiths from Nuremberg recognised 

Damascus gunsmiths. They elevated 
engraving and manufacturing to high 
art in the Arabian world.

In Suhl there was always a demarcation 
between military production and hunt-
ing guns. The “fi ne gun” remained the 
preserve of hunting – richly adorned 
and elegantly designed.

the advantages of the location and set-
tled here. At the time guns for defence 
and protection were produced. Since 
the Middle Ages Suhl has been looked 
upon as the gunmaking city of Europe.

Nevertheless the arts and crafts were 
not neglected in Suhl: the rifl es were 
engraved on all sides and beautifully 
fi nished. The city soon earned the nick-
name “German Damascus” – the guns 
were richly decorated. The people of 
Suhl are proud of this name, because it 
brings to mind the great tradition of the 

Suhl rifl es, 17th and 18th century.
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KARL PAUL MERKEL

Master stock maker

GEBHARD MERKEL

Master gunsmith

THE FORMATIVE YEARS

HISTORY

The industrial revolution made Germany 
the third largest industrial nation in 
the world. And in Suhl the craftman’s 
workshops turned into manufactories 
and later into gun factories. The Mer-
kel brothers wanted to be part of the 
unprecedented transformation of the 
national economy at the turn of the 
19th Century.

Albert Oskar, Gebhard and Karl Paul 
Merkel came from a long line of engrav-
ers, stock makers and gunsmiths – and 
a family with many children. All eleven 
sons of the family found their way into 
the gunmaking trade. Albert Oskar and 
Gebhard Merkel were master gunsmiths. 
Karl Paul Merkel followed as a master 
stock maker – they founded a trading 

turned some gunmakers into indus-
trial enterprises, the Merkel workforce 
hardly ever rose above 350 employees 
during the war. Instead, the export-ori-
ented company twice lost its important 
foreign markets.

From the outset the Merkels pinned 
their hopes on innovation. The Bock 
over-and-under gun with the two bar-
rels lying upon one another originates 
from Suhl, and Merkel registered the 
“Bock” as a trademark. Merkel revolu-
tionised sporting shooting and hunting 
with these rifl es.

company “for the purpose of joint man-
ufacture of fi rearms and other articles.” 
On 1st September 1898 the company 
started work in the second district. This 
was the start of a development that 
is remarkable even in the gunmaking 
town of Suhl.

During the formative years of the 
company the manufacture of hunting, 
sporting and luxury guns was booming 
in the old gunmaking town. The me-
chanical design of these guns was more 
elaborate and technically variable than 
military rifl es. Merkel was committed 
to the “fi ne gun” at all times; even in 
wartime it was never more than a parts 
supplier for military production. While 
the two great wars of the 20th Century 

ALBERT OSKAR MERKEL

Master gunsmith
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BETWEEN THE WARS

HISTORY

From a business point of view, the 
First World War was a huge setback 
for Merkel. Merkelesque aesthetic is 
not sought after on the battlefi eld. The 
company – renowned for luxury and 
perfectly balanced hunting rifl es – lost 
many foreign markets. Nevertheless, 
shortly after the war, Merkel rifl es were 
again being exported to 28 countries 
around the world, although the compa-
ny did not fully recover from the conse-
quences of the war until 1924. In 1931 
Merkel registered a trademark: from 
now on the rights to the term “Bock” 
(over-and-under) for hunting and sport-
ing rifl es were reserved for Merkel.

The ingenious gun designer Gebhard 
Merkel died in 1933. He did not have 
the opportunity to witness one of the 
company’s greatest triumphs. In 1937 
Merkel was awarded the “Grand Prix” 

at the World Exhibition in Paris for its 
range of hunting rifl es. The World 
Exhibition, which was held under the 
motto “Art and technology applied in 
modern life”, honoured the aesthetic 
of the Merkel product range.

In 1938 the second generation as-
sumed offi ce: Ernst Merkel together 
with the adept businessman Adolf 
Schade, son-in-law of Karl-Paul Mer-
kel, took over the management of the 
company. The Grand Prix boosted the 
export business. The company’s order 
books include the names of crowned 
heads of state, diplomats, mahara-
jahs and industrial magnates. Famous 
big game hunters and explorers also 
ordered their rifl es from Merkel in Suhl. 
Even the world boxing champion Max 
Schmeling favoured hunting rifl es made 
by Merkel

        Advertisement with the “Grand Prix” 

from the 1937 World Exhibition.

H
IS

TO
R

Y

9

2

WAR AND THE POSTWAR PERIOD

HISTORY

Before the start of Second World War 
the company ran its own sales offi ces in 
many countries around the world. Mer-
kel’s sales network spread from Argen-
tina to Bessarabia to France, Greece, 
Norway, Rumania, Spain and the USA. 
This network was again broken up by 
the Second World War.

Hunting guns played a subordinate role
in the war production from 1939. Merkel 
became a parts supplier for carburettor 
engines, carbines and rangefi nders – and 
the number of employees rose to 350 
in peak periods. Even in the anti-training 
atmosphere of wartime Germany, the 
Merkel company took the initiative to 
restructure the job specifi cations of the 
gunmaking trades, thereby ensuring the 
continuation of handcrafted gunmaking.

The war ended in Suhl on 3 April 1945 
at 8.30 in the morning – of all the factories 
in the city, only Merkel was to escape dis- 
mantlement. The good reputation of the 
precious hunting guns spared Merkel 
this fate – the machine workshops, which 
were hi-tech for the time, were kept in 
Suhl.

By the end of 1945 hunting guns were 
being manufactured again; by 1947 
almost 700 rifl es had been sent to 
Eastern Europe as reparation payments. 
Merkel developed into a showcase 
company of the German Democratic 
Republic.

The dispossession of the founding fami-
lies followed in 1948 – under disastrous 
conditions, the descendants of the 
Merkels lost everything to Socialism; 
everything the brothers has built up and 
the second generation had developed. 
In 1952 the state-owned company 
again had 200 employees manufactur-
ing hunting guns. The company was 
integrated into a state combine, but 
the brand and the products remained 
independent.

In 1953 the GDR government presented 
Merkel hunting rifl es to the two most 
powerful men on earth at that time, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and Nikita S. 
Chruschtschow. And in 1963 the fi rst 
man in space, the cosmonaut Juri 
Gagarin, was honoured with a Merkel 
Drilling. Postwar production at Merkel.
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OVER-AND-UNDER GUNS 2000 SERIES
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CHARACTERISTICS

       All options: multi-chokes for the 2000 o/u shotguns.

       Slim and elegant forearm, assembled from three wooden parts: 

standard with 2002C, 2003C, 2012 and 2022.

       Pure precision engineering: detachable sidelock via lever of a 

2003 over-and-under shotgun.

       Precision detail for all 2000 series guns: single selective trigger.

       Typical of Merkel over-and-under guns: the solid Kersten cross 

bolt locks the steel receiver. Disconnectable ejectors, as standard.

       The over-and-under shotguns with multi-chokes, as standard. The 

over-and-under rifl es are equipped with muzzle adjustment.

OVER-AND-UNDER 

SHOTGUN 2003C

JAGD DESIGN
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OVER-AND-UNDER SHOTGUN 2000C

GAME SHOTGUNS: COMPLETELY FITTED OUT

       OVER AND UNDER SHOTGUN 2000C: modifi ed Anson & Deeley locks in steel receiver  |  Kersten cross bolt  |  selective single trigger, 

adjustable in the length  |  manual safety with intercepting safety sear  |  disconnectable ejectors  |  engraving English arabesque  |  stock with pistol 

grip and cheek piece (other stock available)  |  interchangeable chokes steel-shot proofed (2 chokes included)

CALIBER: 12/76 or 20/76  CHOKE: 1/4-1/2 (steel-shot proofed), 1/4-3/4, 1/2-1/1  BARREL LENGTH: 71 cm (cal. 12), 68 cm (cal. 20)  OVERALL 

LENGTH: app. 112 cm (cal. 12), app. 109 cm (cal. 20)  WEIGHT: app. 3,1 kg  WOOD CLASS: basic wood class 2
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The over-and-under shotgun 2000 series has a long hunting tradition and has achieved a great deal of sporting success. Besides the 
dominant 12 calibre, Merkel also makes lightweight shotguns in the 2000 series. The 20 caliber is characterised by its light weight, 
excellent responsiveness and comfortable recoil. The “C” in the in type designation signifi es the complete fi tting out of the gun: C 
stands for “Complete”. From a technical point of view, complete fi tting out means: steel-shot capability and interchangeable chokes, 
selective single trigger, adjustable in the length. A convenient detail: the shotguns are equipped with disconnectable ejectors as 
standard. Optically, the 2000C gleams with rich arabesque engraving. OVER AND UNDER SHOTGUN 2000C

DESIGN ENGLISH ARABESQUE
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GAME SCENE ENGRAVING AS STANDARD

OVER-AND-UNDER SHOTGUN 2001C

The C version of the 2001 is character-
ised by high-grade wood and extensive 
game scene engraving with arabesque 
trimming on the steel receiver assem-
bly. Even the forearm catch, trigger and 
locking lever are richly decorated with 
Merkel engraving.

OVER-AND-UNDER SHOTGUN 2001C 

PRINCE OF WALES PISTOL GRIP | THREE-PIECE FORARM
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       OVER AND UNDER SHOTGUN 2001C: modifi ed Anson-Deeley locks in steel receiver  |  Kers-

ten cross bolt  |  selective single trigger, adjustable in the length  |  manual safety with intercepting 

safety sear  |  disconnectable ejectors  |  game scene engraving Jagd  |  stock with pistol grip and 

cheek piece (other stock available)  |  interchangeable chokes steel-shot proofed (2 chokes included)

CALIBER: 12/76 or 20/76  CHOKE: 1/4-1/2 (steel-shot proofed), 1/4-3/4, 1/2-1/1  BARREL LENGTH: 

71 cm (cal. 12), 68 cm (cal. 20)  OVERALL LENGTH: app. 112 cm (cal. 12), app. 109 cm (cal. 20) 

WEIGHT: app. 3,1 kg  WOOD CLASS: basic wood class 4

OVER-AND-UNDER SHOTGUN 2001C 

JAGD DESIGN
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SIDE PLATES – ROOM FOR DECORATION

OVER-AND-UNDER SHOTGUN 2002C
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The long side plates are a traditional 
feature of fi ne hunting guns. They offer 
room for decorative engraving and op-
tically extend the receiver. Merkel has 
produced the 2002C for lovers of these 
guns. The prismatically inset side plates 
make an impression with their perfectly 
handcrafted workmanship. A stock of 
class 5 walnut, a “Jagd” (game scene) 
engraving and the three-piece forearm 
with engraved screws bring the 2002C 
to “complete” perfection.

OVER-AND-UNDER SHOTGUN 2002C 

CUSTOM MADE  |  COLOUR CASE HARDEND 

AND GOLD INLAY  |  WOODCLASS 8
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       OVER AND UNDER SHOTGUN 2002C: modifi ed Anson & Deeley locks in steel receiver  | 

Kersten cross bolt  |  selective single trigger, adjustable in the length  |  Manual safety with in-

tercepting safety sear  |  disconnectable ejectors  | game scene engraving Jagd  |  Stock with pistol 

grip and cheek piece (other stock available)  |  three-piece forearm  |  interchangeable chokes steel-

shot proofed (2 chokes included)

CALIBER: 12/76 or 20/76  CHOKE: 1/4-1/2 (steel-shot proofed), 1/4-3/4, 1/2-1/1  BARREL 

LENGTH: 71 cm (cal. 12), 68 cm (cal. 20)  OVERALL LENGTH: app. 112 cm (cal. 12), app. 109 cm 

(cal. 20)  WEIGHT: app. 3,1 kg  WOOD CLASS: basic wood class 5
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OVER-AND-UNDER SHOTGUN 2002C 

JAGD DESIGN  |  WOODCLASS 8
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OVER-AND-UNDER SHOTGUN 2003C

WITH FINE SIDELOCKS

       OVER AND UNDER SHOTGUN 2003C: steel receiver  |  detachable Sidelocks with compression springs  |  Kersten cross bolt  |  double 

trigger with an excellent characteristic – typical for side locks  |  manual safety with intercepting safety sear  |  disconnectable ejectors  |  game scene 

engraving Jagd  |  highly fi gured luxury grade walnut, pistol grip and cheeck  |  three-piece forearm for a slim line  |  interchangeable chokes (steel-

shot proofed)

CALIBER: 12/76  CHOKE: 1/4-1/2 (steel-shot proofed), 1/4-3/4, 1/2-1/1  BARREL LENGTH: 71 cm (cal. 12)  OVERALL LENGTH: app. 112 cm (cal.12) 

WEIGHT: app. 3,1 kg  WOOD CLASS: basic wood class 6
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The 2003C version is the fl agship of the 2000 series – it relates to a forerunner from the pervious century, the 203, which was the link 
between the 200 and 303 series. Like its predecessor, the 2003C makes an impression with its special Merkel sidelocks. The precision 
engineered parts draw their energy from powerful compression springs, which combine optimised shot development time and excel-
lent trigger pull, with extreme robustness for everyday use. A functional gun for the hunt – and also for the fi replace room, because 
the sidelocks are removable.

OVER-AND-UNDER SHOTGUN 2003C

JAGD DESIGN  |  WOOD CLASS 8
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67UNIVERSALIST IN THE 
HUNTING GROUND

OVER-AND-UNDER COMBINATION GUNS 2010D I 2011D I 2012D

The over-and-under combination rifl e/shotgun is a patented universal gun for well mixed hunting grounds. The 2010D has its roots 
way back in the beginning of the previous century. At the time it was considered to be a robust tool with no airs and graces – but 
with all sorts of technical fi nesses. A further one was the Duo manual cocking system – this is what the “D” signifi es in the model 
designation. These combination guns are manual cocking guns before the fi rst shot is fi red: the gun can be decocked and safely 
carried until just before the shot. If the gun is immediately reloaded, the rifl e becomes a classical self-cocking gun and rapid follow-
ing shots are possible without recocking. If no shot is fi red, the lock can simply be decocked again. The over-and-under combinations 
gun models varies in wood grade and long side plates.

CALIBER: 6,5x57R, 7x57R, 7x65R, .308 Win., .30-06, .30R Blaser, 8x57IRS, 9,3x74R  SHOTGUN CALIBER: 12/76, 20/76  BARREL LENGTH:

60 cm  OVERAL LENGTH:  app. 101 cm  WEIGHT: app. 3,4 kg  WOOD CLASS: basic wood class 2

       OVER-AND-UNDER COMBINATION GUN 2010D  I  2011D  I  2012D: modifi ed Anson & Deeley locks in steel receiver  |  Kersten cross bolt  |  

selective single trigger, adjustable in the length  I  manual safety with intercepting safety sear  I  disconnectable ejectors  |pistol grip, cheekpiece 

and hogsback comb  I  picture shows a prepared swing mount 

OVER-AND-UNDER COMBINATION GUN 2011D

JAGD DESIGN  |  WOOD CLASS 3

THE RAPID SECOND SHOT

OVER-AND-UNDER DOUBLE RIFLE 2020D I 2021D I 2022D

The over-and-under double rifl e 2000 series are fast-action and precise rifl es – classical driven hunt specialists. Merkel has further 
refi ned the characteristics of the gun with a combination of various details. The single trigger allows a rapid second shot. The Merkel Duo 
manual cocking system combines high-level safety when carrying the decocked gun with the option of quick reloading and shoot-
ing without further cocking. The set trigger fi nally comes into operation when the precision shot is fi red from the high seat. All this, 
with an elegance and responsiveness which has been the trademark of Merkel rifl es for more than a century. The over-and-under rifl e 
models varies in wood grade and long side plates.

OVER-AND-UNDER RIFLE 2022D

CUSTOM MODEL | WOOD CLASS 5

       OVER AND UNDER RIFLE 2022D | 2021D | 2022D: modifi ed Anson & Deeley locks  |  rugged steel action  |  Kersten cross 
bolt  |  non selective single trigger, with set trigger  |  manual safety with intercepting safety sear  |  with ejectors  |  pistol grip, cheek-
piece and hogsback comb  |  horizontal and vertical muzzle adjustment  |  picture shows a prepared claw mount

CALIBER: 7x57R, 7x65R, .30-06, .30R Blaser, 8x57IRS, 9,3x74R  BARREL LENGTH: 60 cm  OVERAL LENGTH: 101 cm  WEIGHT: app. 3,5 kg

WOOD CLASS: basic wood class 2




